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	Community Description
Clearwater County is a mid-sized suburban county in the southeastern United States with a population of approximately 165,000. The County Health Rankings data indicate that 18% of residents live below the federal poverty line, and the uninsured rate is 14%. The Environmental Justice Dashboard flags elevated particulate-matter exposure in the eastern industrial corridor, where lower-income and minority populations are concentrated. The windshield survey revealed a mix of single-family subdivisions, aging apartment complexes, and several mobile-home communities. Chain pharmacies and a regional hospital are located along the main commercial corridor, but the eastern neighborhoods lack a primary-care clinic within walking distance. Public transit service is limited to two bus routes operating on weekday schedules only.

	Windshield Survey Findings
During the drive-through observation, the following were noted: well-maintained commercial areas along the western corridor with grocery stores, pharmacies, and urgent-care clinics; deteriorating infrastructure in the eastern neighborhoods, including cracked sidewalks, limited street lighting, and visibly older housing stock; several convenience stores but no full-service grocery within a two-mile radius of the eastern zone, suggesting a food desert; a community park with a walking trail in the western area but no comparable green space in the east; a fire station and sheriff substation centrally located; churches and a small community center serving as informal gathering points in the eastern neighborhoods; billboards advertising tobacco products concentrated in lower-income areas.

	County Health Rankings Summary
Health Outcomes: the county ranks in the bottom quartile of the state for premature death and low birthweight. Health Factors: adult obesity rate is 38%, adult smoking rate is 22%, and physical inactivity rate is 31%. Clinical Care: the ratio of population to primary-care physicians is 2,100:1, well above the state average of 1,400:1. Social and Economic Factors: the high-school graduation rate is 81%, and 24% of children live in poverty. Physical Environment: 12% of the population faces severe housing problems, and drinking-water violations have been reported in two of the past five years.

	Environmental Justice Dashboard Summary
The EPA Environmental Justice Dashboard identifies the eastern census tracts as scoring above the 80th percentile nationally for particulate-matter 2.5 exposure and above the 75th percentile for proximity to hazardous-waste facilities. These tracts have a higher proportion of residents who are people of color and residents with limited English proficiency compared to the county average. The overlay of environmental burden and socioeconomic vulnerability classifies the eastern corridor as an environmental-justice community under federal screening criteria.

	Priority Health Issue
Type 2 diabetes and obesity represent the priority health issue for this community. The adult obesity rate of 38% exceeds both the state and national averages, and the County Health Rankings data show elevated rates of physical inactivity and limited access to healthy foods in the eastern neighborhoods. The windshield survey confirmed the absence of a full-service grocery store in the area most affected, reinforcing the data-driven identification of a food desert. Addressing this issue through community education on nutrition, physical activity, and diabetes prevention aligns with Healthy People 2030 objectives and targets the population most affected by health disparities.
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