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Revising and Editing a Practice Text: The Willow Creek Community Garden Newsletter
Part A: Marked Text
The practice text below is a volunteer recruitment article from a neighborhoodneighbourhood garden newsletter. Its intended readers are residents who have never volunteered at the garden. All changes are shown with Track Changes, and each one is labeledlabelled with a comment as a revision or an edit.
Grow Withwith Us This Spring
Willow Creek Community Garden needs volunteers for the spring season. We have alota lot of beds to plant and not enough hands, but the work is super chillrelaxed and anyone can do it.	Comment by Gradevia Editorial: Edit 1 (word choice and spelling): "alot" changed to "a lot."	Comment by Gradevia Editorial: Edit 2 (word choice): slang "super chill" replaced with "relaxed."
[bookmark: _GoBack]Volunteering at the garden is good for you and for the neighbourhood. Volunteers take home a share of the harvest, learn to grow food from experienced gardeners, and meet neighbours they might never talk to otherwise. Last year, volunteers donated 900 pounds of produce to the Eastside Food Pantry.	Comment by Gradevia Editorial: Revision 2 (organization): the benefits paragraph moved here from below the job details.
The garden was founded in 2009 when a group of neighbors turned an empty lot into twelve raised beds. The original fence was built by the high school shop class, and the blue shed came from a church yard sale. Some people still argue about whether the shed should be painted green.	Comment by Gradevia Editorial: Revision 1 (content): off topic history paragraph deleted.
TheirThere are three jobs we need help with. : Saturday morning planting, Wednesday evening watering, and harvest days that fill the food pantryspantry's shelves. Shifts last two hours. No experience is needed.	Comment by Gradevia Editorial: Edit 3 (word choice, homophone): "Their" changed to "There."	Comment by Gradevia Editorial: Edit 4 (punctuation, sentence fragment): the period became a colon so the list joins the sentence that introduces it.	Comment by Gradevia Editorial: Edit 5 (punctuation, apostrophe): "pantrys" changed to the possessive "pantry's."
Volunteering at the garden is good for you and for the neighborhood. Volunteers take home a share of the harvest, learn to grow food from experienced gardeners, and meet neighbors they might never talk to otherwise. Last year, volunteers donated 900 pounds of produce to the Eastside Food Pantry.
Anyway, that is all the news for this month. See you around!To claim your first shift, add your name to the signup sheet on the blue shed door by March 31. One Saturday morning is enough to start, and this year's harvest could feed even more of our neighbours.	Comment by Gradevia Editorial: Revision 3 (structure and content): the closing was rewritten to end with a call to action.
Part B1: Explanation of Revisions
Revision 1 (content). I deleted the paragraph about the garden's founding, its fence, and the debate over the shed's colorcolour. The article's purpose is to recruit new volunteers, and that paragraph neither explains what volunteers do nor why they should join. It also sat between the introduction and the details, so readers had to work through local history before learning what the garden was asking of them. Removing it keeps every paragraph focused on the reader's decision to volunteer.
Revision 2 (organization). I moved the benefits paragraph from after the job details to directly after the introduction. A resident who has never volunteered first wants to know why it is worth their time, and only then wants the schedule. In the original order, the strongest reasons to join, including the shared harvest and the 900 pounds donated to the food pantry, appeared after the reader had already been given the logistics. The new order builds interest first and then shows how easy it is to take part.
Revision 3 (structure and content). I rewrote the conclusion. The original closing, "Anyway, that is all the news for this month," ended a recruitment article without asking the reader to do anything, and "See you around" was too casual to motivate action. The new conclusion tells readers exactly how to sign up, where, and by when, and it connects back to the food pantry donation from the benefits paragraph. That gives the article a clear ending that matches its purpose.
Part B2: Explanation of Edits
Edit 1 (word choice and spelling). I changed "alota lot" to "a lot." "A lot" is always written as two words, and the misspelling in the second sentence of the article would weaken readers' confidence in the newsletter.
Edit 2 (word choice). I replaced "super chill" with "relaxed." The slang phrase is too informal for a newsletter read by residents of every age, and "relaxed" gives the same reassurance in a tone that suits the whole neighborhoodneighbourhood.
Edit 3 (word choice, homophone). I changed "Their areThere are three jobs" to "There are three jobs." "Their" is a possessive pronoun, while "there" introduces that something exists. Using the wrong homophone in the first line of the details section would make readers question the care behind the whole article.
Edit 4 (punctuation, sentence fragment). I replaced the period after "help with" with a colon. "Saturday morning planting, Wednesday evening watering, and harvest days" has no verb of its own, so it was a fragment. A colon correctly introduces a list that follows a complete sentence.
Edit 5 (punctuation, apostrophe). I changed "pantryspantry’s" to "pantry's." The shelves belong to the food pantry, so the word needs an apostrophe to show possession. Without it, "pantrys" reads as a misspelled plural.
Part C: Feedback to the Writer
Introduction. Your introduction is successful at capturing my attention. It states the need in the first sentence and makes it urgent with "not enough hands," so readers know right away that the garden is asking for their help.
Greatest strength. The strongest part of your article is the benefits paragraph. It gives three concrete reasons to volunteer and backs them with a specific result, 900 pounds of produce donated to the Eastside Food Pantry, which shows readers that their time will make a visible difference.
Weakest part. The weakest part is the history paragraph. The details about the fence and the shed are interesting to longtimelong-time members, but they interrupt the recruitment message and push the benefits and the schedule further down the page, where some readers may stop before reaching them. That history could become its own short feature in a later issue.
Conclusion. Your conclusion is unsuccessful at bringing the text to a close. "That is all the news for this month" signals that the article is over, but it doesn't tell readers how to sign up, so the article ends before it achieves its purpose. Closing with a specific next step and a deadline would turn interested readers into volunteers.
Part D: Sources
No outside sources were quoted, paraphrased, or summarized in this document.
